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June  2 I ,  1988

Ms.  Mary  Ko l tenuk
Div is ion  o f  Env i ronmenta l  Hea l th
Bureau  o f  Wate r  Po l , l . u t ion  Con t ro l
Room 4 I00 ,  S ta te  0 f f i ce  Bu i ld ing
SaI t  Lake  C i ty ,  U tah  84110

Dear  MS.  Ko l tenuk :

Re:  M ine  Water  0 ischqrge , .  _Co:Op Min ing  Company ,  Bear  Canyon  Mine ,

On June  14 ,  1988 ,  dur ing  an  inspec t ion  o f  the  Bear  Canyon  Mine ,
mine  wate r  d ischarge  was  observed  over f low ing  f rom the  wat i r  tank
loca ted  above  and  beh ind  the  shop /shower  bu i ld ing ,  in to  a  d ive rs ion
tha t  d i rec t l y  empt ies  in to  Bear  Creek .  F low was  es t imated  to  be ,  a t
l0 :30  a .m. ,  approx imate ly  two  to  th ree  ga l lons  per  m inu te .  A t  f i lO
p .m. ,  f l ow had  ceased ,  p resumab ly  due  to  the  m ine  sump pump be ing
inac t i ve .

Rev iew  o f  t he  ope ra to r ' s  NPDES Pe rm i t  (U f -0027612 )  i nd i ca tes
d i scha rge  may  on l y  occu r  f r om the  two  sed imen t  ponds  l oca ted  on  t he
m ine  s i t e .  I t  appea rs  t ha t  on  June  14 ,  1988 ,  t he  ope ra to r  was  no t
i n  comp l i ance  w i t h  app roved  and  r t adm in i s t r a t i ve l y  ex tended t r  NPDES
Perm i t .

.  I  wouLd  apprec ia te  knowing  whether ,  i n  fac t ,  the  above-descr ibed
d ischarge  was  in  comp l iance  w i th  tne  NpDES permi t ,  and ,  i f  i n  the
fu tu re  s im i la r  d i scharges  a re  observed  dur ing  inspec t ions ,  whe ther
Water  Po l . l u t ion  Con t ro l  wou ld  p re fe r  o i l ,  Gas  and  Min ing  to  i ssue
v io la t ions .

S ince re l y ,

R i cha rd  V .  Sm i t  h
Geo log i s t

PFO
PFO


